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During the Blessing Over the Bread after the evening Shabbat (Sabbath) serviee April 15, Jackson Hole Jewish Community mem-
bers Larry Rieser, Aviva Thal, Howard Turile, Eve Scoficld and Phyllis Turile held the challah — 8 braided bread,

Keeping faith’s flame alight

lewish eronm fociises on communal sunnort



By Melanie White

Facing east towards
Jerusalem, Jackson’s Jewish

unming Sabbath at aun- "

down with candle lighting,
silent prayer and ﬁ-:mif.

“We probably should have a
fire extinguisher ready,”
quipped J mAan as
severdl children took turks to
]t:ijht matches and ignite two

] white candles at o recent
Shabbat (Babbath) service,
held the third Friday of each
mgnth. DE.H|:Tit.l3r the ]a:;:]k of IE;
BYTY y dackeon’s Jewis
mﬂﬁﬁ meeta at the St
John's Episcopal Church
chapel for services and some-
times holds functions like
Sunday's Passover Seder (a
dinner symbolizing the Last
E'LLTIJ at Snow King Resort.
Jackson Hole Jew?fh Com-
munity, which organized in
1996, also comducts the Bet

As Esther Grossman looks on, Aviva Thal
dewish Community convenes monthly in t

Judd Grossman plays the guitar as he leads the Shabbat sery-

ice. An ordained rabbi serves the community part time.

Sefer Hebrew School at The
Church of Jesue Christ of
Latter-day Saints on Thurs-
day afternoons.

“T'he school is probably the
most important thing,” said
Rose Novak, president of the

Jewish EnmmuniQ'. Judaizm

“is a religious identity but also,
for m people, cultural. We
want educated children living

in the Jewish faith,” she said.
At the recent Friday service,
gix girle and one boy from the

lights a candle at the start of the service. The
he chapel at 5t. John's Episcopal Church.



Jackson Hole Jewish Community

Address: Services hedd at 56 John's
: Church chapel, 170 N. Glenwood

ces: Third Friday of each month

Attendance: Average £5

Type: Judaizm
| Leaders: Rabbi Michael Comins,
| prayer leader Dan Gordaon,

song leader Judd Grossman,

“Buoth the good things "thmus
| and the difficult things, Jﬂﬂkﬁllﬂ Hﬂlﬂ
| we like to support people
| through them.”
! -~ Rose Novack, Jackson Hole Jewish
' Community president
| sehool helped Judd important ritual in the Jewish
haﬂﬂ:a“ﬁumﬁm’ﬂtms— community. For Jews in
ﬁ;ﬂr usually the lender  Jackson, their faith provides

seTving as in  an essential
lay rabbi ﬁ:n Gordon's “When theres a birth, death,

strummed on 8 gui marriage, bar or bat milzvah,

and the enin  those are really important
| & geries of songs and read things in our " she
| almost entirely in Hebrew, The  said. “Both the pood things and
Communitys ordained rabbi, the difficult things, we to
 Michael Comine, lives in Los sy people them.”
-rﬂngeleamdmitwuckmnﬁr The old 8t. John's chapel
IPﬂﬂﬂﬂyﬁ.hﬁ'SIidﬂﬁﬂﬂdfhﬂ enhances the warm atmos-
|¢¢mmmn1 abbat service. phere of the Jewish services.

the rabhi will preach, but

lay leaders can guide the con-
in prayer.
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a mystical, celebrated event,”

Grossman said of the Shabbat

and o g the
children your
parents” at times of ;

'Thm‘inmwm
|nition of special

events,” Novak said. Baby
naming, for example, is an

Many men wear a skull cap,
]:'.:I:Lﬂwu as a _}raTlllke or %ﬁ
pah, a8 a sign of respect.
most Jews E;uld find it diffi-
cult to maintain strict ortho-
dox standards in Jackson,
Novak said. Con tion
membars robably don't
adhera to aﬁ of the Thrah's
613 commandments, which
S TR et
we to permisai

on the Sabbath,

The Torah - “thi
law™ - refers to the first five
books of the Bible, but can
mean the entire body of
Jewish teachings in the word's
brondest sense.

“Like any religion,
[Judaiam] has tried to ﬂ';ue
up with an answer to
keimd of question nbout how to
live life,” Grossman said,



