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Parents Handbook
Bet Sefer

Jackson Hole Jewish Community

Mission Statement

The Jackson Hole Jewish Community is committed to enhancing our children’s Jewish experience and to providing a stimulating, enjoyable learning atmosphere. Working together with families, we teach respect for Jewish values and beliefs, love of Torah, and identification with the Jewish people. We emphasize a Jewish approach to the natural world and incorporate the magic of the Jackson landscape into the educational process. 

Goals & Curriculum

We strive to help our children: 

1. Have joy and pride in being Jewish. 

2. Identify with the Jackson Hole Jewish Community and Jews everywhere. 

3. Celebrate Shabbat, the Jewish holidays and lifecycle events. 

4. Learn to read Hebrew and appreciate its value in Jewish culture. 

5. Learn the value and practice of Tikkun Olam through service projects in our community. 

6. Participate actively and passionately in Jewish prayer and services through song and celebration. 

Grades Pre-K-1: Children begin to learn Hebrew, and identify the Hebrew letters. All of the children learn Hebrew vocabulary, including numbers, colors and animals. Children also learn about the Jewish holidays and the simpler blessings of the prayer book. Through art, music, stories and knowledge-based games, the students are encouraged to experience the cycle of the Jewish year. 

Grades 2-4: Students learn to read Hebrew words and sentences. At the same time students acquire Hebrew vocabulary, including key words from the prayer book and conversational words. Their primer, Ot LaBaot, also introduces students to daily life in Israel, the history of modern Hebrew, and basic conversational vocabulary. Students continue to explore basic Jewish ritual including Shabbat and other holidays. The curriculum is complemented by the teaching of Jewish values and Torah through story, song, and art. 

Grades 5-7: Students approaching their Bar/Bat Mitzvah continue their Hebrew studies using the book Let’s Talk: Modern Hebrew for Teens. Using the basic prayers as texts, students improve their reading skills and learn the foundational concepts of Jewish belief and practice. In addition, students study Jewish values and the historical and cultural aspects of Judaism. 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program

Bet Sefer readies students for more focused study in preparation for their Bar/Bat Mitzvahs. Students begin private instruction to prepare Torah and Haftorah portions for their ceremonies approximately 12 months prior to the event outside of Bet Sefer. 
Student Responsibilities
Textbooks and workbooks are supplied by the school. Students should be prepared for every session of school with these books, a notebook, and a pen or pencil. Experience shows that keeping Bet Sefer materials in a separate book bag, which can be easily located before setting out to school in the morning, helps the students to remember their books and supplies. 

School Policies

Conduct

Our students should be reminded that the same high standards, values and ethics that govern the Jewish religion should be adhered to at Bet Sefer. Students should respect the cantor, the teachers, each other and themselves. Although students have already put in a long day at school, we expect their behavior to be courteous and well mannered and to remember that they are still in school. 

We will work to correct poor behavior quickly and with little distraction to the class. If misconduct becomes a continuing problem with a particular student, the teacher will contact the parents to discuss the appropriate actions. 

Attendance
While our small class size is a positive aspect of the school, the impact of student absences is greatly felt. In order to assure a quality educational atmosphere, we ask that absences, due to illnesses or otherwise, not exceed four sessions during the year. Occasionally students must leave early or arrive late. If more than a half hour of class is missed, this is considered an absence. 

Students who have missed more than four sessions are required to employ a tutor at the family’s expense in order to keep pace with their class. 

If a student is ill or will be absent for another other reason, we ask you to notify us in advance. You may call the office at 734-1999. 

Early Departure

We are aware it is necessary for students to leave class early on occasion. We would rather have students involved in class for a portion of the time than not at all. Please make teachers aware of early pick-up schedules in advance. Please come in rather than have your child meet you outside. Please be sure that the teacher sees you and knows you are leaving with your child. 

School Closing

On the rare occasions that school is cancelled due to weather or for any other reason we will call and inform every parent. It is therefore critical that we have ALL the phone numbers where you can be reached. 
Bet Sefer will not be held if Teton County Schools are closed due to weather. 

Emergency

 Procedures. 

If an immediate evacuation of all students and faculty is necessary, the students and faculty will gather in the LDS parking lot if possible. If the faculty determines this is inappropriate, the school will move to the lobby of St. John’s Hospital and wait there for the arrival of parents to pick them up.

Should a student have a medical emergency, the faculty will determine whether, in their opinion, an immediate trip to the emergency room is required. If it is appropriate, a faculty member will accompany the child, while another faculty member will contact the children’s parents or emergency contact for instructions. In other medical emergencies, a faculty member will contact the parents or emergency contact, who shall come immediately to Bet Sefer to pick up the child. 

Location

Classes will be held at the LDS Church, 410 E. Broadway, Jackson. Students are expected to arrive by 4 p.m. and be picked up promptly at 6 p.m. A faculty member will be present to receive children from 3:45 p.m. Parents are asked not to drop children off without assuring that an adult knows the children are there. 

Staff

Director: Sydney Daniels, (c) 699-0442, (w)734-9853
Teachers: Josh Kleyman (c) (307) 413-4702, Andrea Mazer (c) (615) 948-1771
JHJC Executive Director: Andrea Mazer, (w) 734-1999, (c) (307) 690-7598
School Calendar

September 10, 2009  Back to Bet Sefer Pizza Party. 4 – 5:30 p.m.

September 17, 2009  Bet Sefer Classes begin 

September 24, 2009

October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 2009  

November 5, 12, 19 2009  November 26, no class for Thanksgiving
December 3, 10, 17, 2009  December 24 & 31  no classes for winter holiday
January 7, 14, 21, 28, 2010

February 4, 11, 18, 25, 2010

March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2010

April 1 & 8 no classes for spring break
April 15, 22, 29, 2010

May 6, 13, 20, 2010 
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Working copy. Please send comments to info@jhjewishcommunity.org.


